292                         NOTES ON PLATO.
P. 693. The two great forms of government, from which all the rest are derived, are monarchy and democracy : Persia is an example of the first carried to its height, and Athens an example of the latter. The best constitution is formed out of both.
P. 694. The reason of the variations observable in the Persian power is given; the different administra-
NOTES.
P. 692. 'H TrepL TO Ap7os.] Their pretence for refusing was a point of honour: they insisted upon dividing the confederate army with Sparta ; but it was believed, that they had secretly promised the Persian to observe a neutrality. As to the rest of Greece, the Thessalians had called in Xerxes, the Boeotians readily received him, the Cretans pretended an oracle which obliged them to continue quiet, and the Corcyreans waited to see the event of the first battle. After the action at Thermopylae, a great part of Peloponnesus had determined to fortify the Isthmus, and to give up all the countries which lie north of it; and what is worse, even after the great victory at Salamis, they went on, Lacedaemonians and all, with the work, and gave up Attica a second time to the barbarians. It was with great difficulty that Themistocles could keep the fleet together at Salamis, or prevent the several squadrons which composed it from returning home; and, in the battle of Platese, no one scarcely had any share, except the Lacedaemonians, the Athenians, and the Tegesetse ; and particularly, the Mantincans and the Eleans did not arrive till after the fight.
694. HcuSeias Se opfl???.] This passage has been generally looked upon as reflecting on the Cyropceclia of Xenophon, and taken for a mark of ill-will in Plato : but I do not see how the words themselves carry in them any such reflection. They are plainly meant, not of the education which Cyrus himself received, but, of the little care he took (busied as he was in great affairs all his life long) of that of his two sons. There is nothing in this at all contradictory to Xenophon who scarcely mentions these princes any farther than to say, that they were